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The Linen

By ELENE FOSTER

EVER did 1 expect to see the
N day when I should “take my
pen in hand™ to give advice to the
wunz housekeeper. But with Cousin
I}IJ'.Lha‘s experience fresh in my mind |
feel it my hounden duty to do my vest
19 save both the time and the temper of
other young war brides who may visit
New Yuork on the same errand which
trought Cousin Editha here, namely, the
'['.|,_\,-'m,; of household goods for the mod-
st little house in which she and her sol-
dier hushand are to begin their married
life.
Fvery day brings its guota
from buw to stern

with
tad figures coming hack “horme,”

laden

: p.‘.!‘tﬂ

khak!
and scattered throughout the country are
kundreds of young women, wives and
sweethearis of these fighting men, whose
main ohject in life at the present mo-
ment is to see to it that this home i3 as
perfeet as their hands and brains ecan
make it

Small wonder that the ranks of the
canteen workers, the motor corps and the
Red Uross are depleted, and the shops
where household furnichings are sold are
thronged with eager, bright-eyed young
women all actuated by the same purpose
asmy Uousin Editha.

Things very smaoothly with
Editha during the first few days of her
shopping tour. 'The fact thut she vould
not alwavy procure the articies on ler
list did not tvouble her, for there were
slways cubstitutes to be had, and this
gave an added interest to thie task.

“This war has been a wonderful thing
for this countey.” she mformed me, with
all the wisdom of her twenty veavs, It
hes developed resources that we mever
dresmed that wr had—why, there's a
substitule far everything under the shin-
ing sun, made right here in thig coun-
try, anil of them
good as the imported arvlicle”

And so she went on through carpels
anid furniture, lighting fixtures, kitchen
uten=ils and all the rest until finally she
came to the buying of her houschold
linen.

“Look at this,” she called to me one
her quest for linen, “two bhrand new 850

went

T are exuctly as

st "This 15 Aunt Barbara's present.
murning as she was stavting forth on

$100 to be spent solelv on the houscholid
linen. ‘A dozen of everything, my dear,
said she, ‘and 1f there 1s anyvthing left
uver, you can buy a nice silver fern dizh

fur the centre of the table.” I shall be
baek early to-day, for I.am going to just
ene good linen store and get a dozen of
the best of everything. Tt may take me
some  time to select the Tern  dish,
though,” she added.
When Hope Flies
From the Hope Chest

o we

1 afler 6 o'clock when a weury,

hedrageled little figure presented herself |

at my door.

“I've had a perfectly wretched day,”
she moaned, “and I teke back all that I
said ahout the war and our resources
and substitutes! T never was so discour-
aged in all my life. Cousin Elene, there
no substitute for linen.” And she
sank down, a crumpled heap, on the sofa,

“And they talk about a ‘Hope Chest,'”
shie went on; “take it from me, a ‘Hope
Chest® at the present writing is the most
utterly  hopeless thing in the whole
world. 1've spent the whoie livelong day
in linen shops. I've been from The
Grande Maison de Blane, in Fifth Ave-
nue, to Hearn's, in Fourleenth Slreet,
and it i3 the same slory everywhere,
Linen is worth its weight in zold, and

Housekeepers and Flying

Men Will Have Linen

“The little lady is right i1 the mutter
ol subetitutes” he saifd. “There is ahso-
lutely mo substitute for linen, If one
eotld have been found it would most
certainly have been pressed into the air
service, It was not for lack of ex-
perimenting that none was discoverad,
fer all sorts of threads were woven for
Llve purpoze and all soris of prepara-
tions were smearved over these muterials,

Two tablecloths, 2x2, at $6 each. .
One dozen %8 nuapkinsg. ... . ...
One vlath, 2x8

One dozen 2 napkins
Ona aloth toxBas
Feur paivs DL B, sheets, at $5.25
I'our pairs pillow cases, at $1.40
One and a half

Une tuble pad

I1—A $100 Hope Chestl
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Aunt Barbara's $100 won't even buy the
tableclothe"

“liet's forget it for to-night.” T said,
SWe'll have a niee dinner uplown and
we'll go to a theatre, and to-morrow |
will fake wvou to a man who knows all
about linen, and he'll find a way aeut of
vour trouble, T am sure.”

And sa the next morning bright and
I little: glassed-in
offica m the corner of a hig Fifth o\ ve-
nue linen shop

L

¥ we sdl in the
amd listened to the wis-
dom that fell from the lips of The-Man-

Wheo-Knows-About-Linen.

but. not one could compare with the
wood, old-Tashioned Loen eloth Tor dura-
hility, for e
and for the quality which made a bullel
leave a clean-cut hole with no rageed
edwes or teaving of the threads, Small
wonder titat the ying men refused to
Iy with anvthing hut pure linen wings.

v

SRS Al same with thie housewives,™
tie contiued; “as the advertisement savs.
dpving onve taed limen, T owill use no
other.”  Noosobutitute has come dut of
the war; the maller remaimg aq b has

Leen for centuries, the choice is between

sting all kinds of weather :

Chest and

and linen. Theve are mixtures
of the two, hut these gouds play a very
small part on the programme, for to the
woman who hes always been accustomel
tn buy pure linen there ia no i :
tion, Either a plece of goods iz pure linen
or ft i4 cottens the small percentage of
lnen which may Te mixed with the cot-
ton does not chunge the character of the
fabric i her mind, “Pigs is pigs)
that's all there i3 to it."

Buy Less But Get
More for Your Money

"But how are people in muderate |r-
cumstances able to afford linen
prices that are asked for it
asked Editha,

"By putting qualily before quantiiy,
replied The- Man - Who - Knows - About-
Linen. "By buying half as muth as they
did when prices were halll as high., And
that is my advice to all you young wormon
who are just beginning housekeeping:
forget grandmother's rule for the Hien
chest, ‘u dozen of everythime Mala it a
half dozen until things get a Httle more
normal; buy the same good quality goods
bt buy fewer pieces. With a little fure-
thought as ta the laundry and a judicious
uze of the varvious pieces you can easily
get along with the half dozen”

“But suppese T should wait 1 month or
two. T can do that, for 1 am sure that
my hushand won't he dizcharged before
that time. Won't the prices be lower
then?" asked Editha.

cotton

at the
f,lj.(!{{)"f"

Dizmal Prophecies
On Near-Future Prices

“Let me explain,” said The-Man-Who-
Knows-About-Linen. “The flax from
which linen is made is rvaised, for the
most part, in Russia, Germany, Trapee,
Belgium and Ireland (two-thirds of the
entire amount, by the way, cames Trom
Ruesin)., Now, with conditions
are th Russin there st much
ohtaining flax from there, at
during 1919,  Germany i3 out (f {he
question. The flax lields of Belgium and
Norvthern France have been entirely do-
maolished, and it will take quite some Ltime
Lo et the soil in good condition again, to
sav nothing of finding laborers to do the

work.,

as thoy
hope of
least not

“This leaves practically only Teelaud to
supply the flax for the next vear af lepal.
The TIrish linen was all commandeerod,
vou  know, h_\;‘ the British governmeant
during the war for the making of aero
plane wings, and after the armistice was

Dr. Warren Tells Why

he Cow

[(Dr. G. F. Warren, of
York State College of Agriculture, is
the author of the famous Warren
formula for determining the cost
production of milk, which played such
n conspicuous role in the
“milk strike.! We have no quarrel
with the formula, but maintained then,
a8 now, that it was never intended to be
used as a weapon for price hxing and

recent

promoting strikes on a vital food neces-
sity like milk. We are glad to print Dr.
Warren's wery clear cut answers to these
pointed questions en New York farming
conditions ahowing the reasons for the
rising price of milk. The milk problem
it more important than all other fond
prahlems combined and the one that
most witally concerns women and chil-
dren.

Women are the food buyers, and their
failure to understand food conditions is
A serious factor in the problem in its last
analysis—when buyer and retailer meet,
often in anger. Every woman ought
to know where she atands on the milk
question, and what she thinks should he
done about solving it. As Professional
Housekeepers with the families of the
state to. feed, or as New Citizens, with
the power of the vote to wield, they must
look at all sides of the situation in order

the New | to be fair.

of |

P third of ity farniers

And the city woman must be
interested in the country woman's side
of the case—farmers have wives nearly
always. Just sitting down and “holler-
ing

for cheap milk won't produce it,

ANNE LEWIS PIERCE,
Director, The Tribune Institute.]

[—Why was milk so cheap for many
vears?

Hevenly vesrs agn New York
duced more of many kinds ol agricul
tural products than it produces to-day.
More eorn Tor gran, wheat, rye, barley,
flaz, were produced seventy wyears apo
than arve produced to-digy.

prn-

There were
ten tines as many sheep, foui times us
many ho more horses and more farm-
ers than there are to-day.

When a village loses one-thicd of ils
inhabitants its house renls hecome prac-
tically free.  When a state loses one-
: its farms often gell
for less than the buildings eost. A very
large proportion of the farms in New
York have been on the market for yenrs
at less tharn the buildings are worth, (o
say nothing of the expenze for
ather kinds of improvemente.
uctz of New York farms have been sell-

oreal

ing on this kind of basis, which bears |

Worry Saving Stamps

EDITOR'S NOTE: If pou hove an
original Theift Stunt of your own re-
port ik to the Directoy of The Tiribhune
Inatitrto and yow will gl four Thrift
Stamps in cxchange, provided the wlea
W onew and gractical erougl o jreint,

|
|

| geive me fve eenl

"How many *‘Worry Saving Stamps’ |

have you?" archly asked a jolly, rosy
cheeked little girl of the slender, proper
itfle friend beside her. The two were
teated in front of 1he cqnuter, who
heard the first youngster ‘r:\:it. mer-
rily eonternplating her friend's inevita-
ble query,

"Worry Saving Stampe?"
War inevitahle,

“Yeu,” she said with a rogulsh little
laugh, “I have earned aocard and o half
of them already.”

“F'-ilrncd them ! Da te)) e
are talking about, Bonnije."
Wa a ‘remembering’ game I pla
ah‘?;'u."' ch!.mk.l'ad Bonnie. “‘lt uw‘; ti

‘[ ne lifiﬂr'_,"

whut you

;
|

away my toys, and hang up my clathes, |

and hrish my teeth, and-—oh, Iots of
thingy like that,
threift stamp

Soowhen 1 wanted some
mother said Lhat she would

towvard them forevery-

thing [ remembered. We had lots of

. |
fun muking a4 lisk of all the thinge
Mother kpops that. 1 can't see it he-

caude it wouldy’s be remoembering if 1
looked.  We go over it every night and
see how well T have remembered. At

firet | missed a lot of things;
I have the hat, and almogt never mis,
And it s such fun! It saves mother
w0 much worry about me Lhat she ealls
the hig stamps ‘Worry Saving Stamps!
inptead of War Savings Stamps.”

but now

ane,

The eommuter had to leave the pafit

able conversalion at this peint; but she |

went her way visualizing the fun that
there had been in evolving this useful

alogan. Kvidenlly Bonnie was of & houpe-
hold that turned itd sense of humor Lo
account, H. B. 0,

oA 'E i LI T

The prod- |

An Interview

the same relationship to prosperity that
a “rent free™ house beurs to prosperity
in o ftown,
A declining agricullure  has made
farm products sell on the basiy of little
return for the hwildings and improve-
{ ments previously made on farms,  Bul
| when demands Tor Tood dare not satistiold
i b the quantity produced on this basis
[Agriculture must he buill wp.
| N Farmer may use an old daivy bary onl
[oaunt s vidue as nothing vallier {han
stop huginess, but when expansion is de

muanded he !l nol build new bBarng un- |

less he hug hopes that the money will be

returned. A wery Targe part of  Lhe
farns ol Now York need new barns, or
decided Tmprovenionls to present bavys.

FParmers nuy conbinne to use land

| that 15 elearcd and deained and eount it
{of no value rather than abandon the
favm, but they will not drain and elear
new lanil unless they hope to he paid for
[ the Tubor.  Neavly all the land in Now
: Vork State needs file drainace.  Rela-
fively speiking, very littlo lnnd has beon
[ eleared or dryained in New Yorlk for fifly

yars.

Men sall exlinust Ahe Time and phos-
phorts in the soil and eount it of no
value rather than leave tha farm, bul
they will nat boy lime and phosplorus
anmd put them on the Tapnd unless they
hape to get their money back.  Nearly
all of New York State needs repealod
| applications of lime and phosphorus,

.l

staned and the Hnen was released the
povernmeit guaranteed the same prices
to the farmers and linen manufacturers
witich thiey had receiving during
the war, and which, owing o the high
cost of labor and other overhead ex-
were far and awasy hicher than

I any pre-war prices.

heen

nenses,

you sega the outlook is

oueatvaging,

not very
It will be several vears be-
fore the price of linen drops to any ap-

—

goods if they were buying them from
the wholesale houses at the present time.
Fortunately for the consumer, many of
these merchants had a very large stock
of linens on hand when the wuar hroke
out, and they therefore have mot been
ubliged as vet to replenish their stock,
and they have been genervous enough to
give their customers the benefit of their
foresight. But just you wait until they
are obliged to buy of the dealers at the
wholesale prices of the present time and
vou will see the linen soar higher than
it ever did on an aeroplane.”

For and Against South Sea
Island Cotton Damatk

“How about cotton geods?" 1
1 understand that the price of those has
rone up even more than that of linens.”

1t has advanced aboul 300 per cent
within the last vear,' was the reply, “but
recently there was quite a little slump
in the prices, though they are still very
far from normal, and it is diffieult to
predict just what is going to happen in
this line of goods.”

“Some one recommended South Sea Isl-

azied.

oty tabieiloths, 2
(hie eloth,
Two dozen
O o

e tal

napking
e napking,

a1

en

SeL.

B.

One dozen dish towels
One n rlass towels
One dozen hand towels
Six fare cloths
Two digh claths . ...
Tuo dusters

2—Twice as Much Hope

2 ab $0.75 each

sheets, at $5.95 a pair . ..

SHE P oW GRE0S. woiiee < omelk o
e dozen hand towels: . ... sTa by sEadla b OO
One-half doszen bath towels. oo vowvniens
S hallyspiaalc o E ;

for $200

$200.00

prosis extent, and it will never—no,
never —he as low as it was before the
witr,  Therefore my adviee to yvou is this:
IT won ave contemplating buving linen

alany Line during the next two years
DO IT NOW, fur vou will probably have
thpay even morve in a few months from
new than vou do to-lay,

AR of fact.” he continued,
YEhe magorily of (he Tinen shops and the
nepartmont

mattei
slores selling linen {o-

day al retall fov less thay they themselves
| weuld be obliged to pay for the same

are

toand cotton damask,”
lonks exactly

said Editha. "It
like linen damask, | was
told, and wears almost as well. Do
know about that?"
The-Man-Whoe-Knows-Aboul-Linen sent
for a tablecloth of the Sea Island cotton,
and when it came neither Fditha ner I
could have told it from the linen damask.
YL is woven on the same loom as the
linen," he explained, “and in the same
natternz.  The cotton srown in the
South Sea Islands, and there is no lint
from the fabiric, It was one of the war

vou

is

substitutes for linen. We hought quite
a large quantity of it, but we are selling
it off at cost becattse our customers do
not want it."”
“Why not?"
.-I._

linen, it

tha

asked 1

JER

doesn™t

foesn't as well on

he tahle ns

launder nearly

as well,
and 1 time the patiern wears blurry, hut
111t is
because it is cotton, and the ancient prej-
udice ap

the main pesson that we can't s

riinst

cotton’ on the tabla is too

sirong for the average housewife. She
just can't use it
Away With the
Linen Sheets
“Are linen high as other

linen goods2"

“because 1
of linen sheets

want at le:
most awfully,

one pair

)

“They are just ahout
oxpensive as they were t
answered
Linen.

o

three times as
fure the war,”
Ihe-3an-Who-Knows-A bout-
“We get $20 a pair for linen
wts and that asn't high for them, as
things ave now. If 1 were you 1'd sub-
stitute in cases nice, fine cotton

percale at $5.25 a pair™

niGst

“It looks as af 1 sliould be obliged to

do that,” sighed Editha, “And if I did
that, can you tell me just how much
I could get for my $1002"

A salesman was asked to make out a

list, whith is gwiven in Table Ne. 1. Bed-
ding is of percale, table napery and
towels of linen, and the miscellaneous

small pieces of cotton.

*liot's that could per-
suade Aunt Barbara to double her gift,”
1 suggested. “What could be done for
$2007"

suppose we

The answer is given in Tahle No. 2
“The $100 list is
for podr Tolks,” said

insist

mqutte gond enough
Editha, “only I

siripes my tahle-

must
l'l’?1i.! :.I
Ay we left the shop, after having
placed the order and selected the pat-
terns, Editha turned
*That lovely silver fern dish is buried
in a linen shroud,” she sajd.

a1l on

1o me:

[AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT: Nine of
ithe leading department stores and sne-
cialty shops were eovsulted by Mias Fos-
ter in preparing this authoritative article
on the linen market.,  We are, however,
indebted {o My, Alexander MeCanu, of
MeCulcheon's, for the shopping lists and
mogt ¢f the hasie facts,—Dircctar, Tribe
une Institute.]

Jumped Over the

Moon

The reason why milk was so cheap for
#0 many years was that it was being pro-
duced by a declining agriculture, just
| as rvenls are cheap in a village that is

declining,
| 2—Was the dairy
money all these years?

The dajry farmer who built o Barn or
improved his farm was, in general, lon
ing money. The farmer who bought lix
farm with buildings en the place and gol
it all for less than the barn cost may
have made money on his investiment.
The farmer who allowed his buildings to
decay, impaverished his ooil,
waod lot and never spent any money, il
ot lose any money. He could not lose
any if he never gpent any. The worst
that could happen to him was that he ro-
ceived low wages for his time.

farmer losing

3-—Why did the farmer contihue to |

|

|

|

!

J. sell milk at a loss?

| The farmers did not all continue to

[ sell milk at a foss.  One in cvery throe

[ of them quit.

| 004 persons enpaged in agriculiure in
New York State; in 1010 (hove wore
BTRIOR. On April 21, 1917, the total

number of malea fourteen yenrs old or |

older, living or working on farms, was
B0 015:
' On June 1, 1900, New York Stale had
| 1,h01, 608 dairy cows; on Pebruary |
[ 1018, it had 1,375,703
[ The reason that the cily gels ils sup-

sold his |

Tn 1840 there wera 455~ |

[ ply of milk is not hecause dairying is in-
| ereasing, hut beeause it is reaching out

further and further
cheese tervitory,

into butter and
There are limils, how-
every hovond which it iz not feasible te
eo Legcause of the expense in shipping
| niilic.
4—Why did milk jump in price all at
f‘r‘l'f‘?

The reazen why milk jumped in price |

so much all at ones
0|

price -

i3 the same-as the
other commaodities
financial

[ yeason why

| dummped infation.

Milk hag risen in price leszs than the gen-

erval price level of all ¢ommodities and |

Tess Lhan the ceneral yise in price of all
| foods. The sudden rise in price is due
to inflation,  Prices ave all relative.
Milk ig one of the cheap foods. Accord-
ing to the United States Bureau of

Labor, whalesale prices of all foods in
Aunpust averapged U9 per cent higher than

in 1013, Mille in New York that retailed
[ at eents oo quart in 1915 now retails at
an increase of 78 per eont.

16 eents

s the peaduets of the Middle
| Woat fod New Yark, but the ferlile fields

of the Middle West are all now in use,

Mareaver, the product of Western farms
The New York
| farmer 15 no lenger compelled to be a
i dairyman or quit farming. e can now
| raise grain and sheep, No Jonger can
!; niiltk be obtained in suflicient supply, ex-

e

i no longer cheanp.

Lou
i ﬁﬂblﬂhf

cept on the basis of paying the farmer
reasonable wages,

The time has come when the great
agricultural resources of New York and
other Eastern states musl be developed.
This development is not to help the

[ farmer, but is a necessity for our eities.
| The farmer can eseape from intolerable
E conditions as he has escaped in the past.
| There are only two persons workine on
| New York farms, where in 1840 there

| wern three.

Of the sons of tha present
farm operators in New York 45,367 are
working at some industry other than
{ farming.  In the year ending February
I, 1918, 21,430 pereons left New York
farms to go to work in other industries,
and 13,894 came back to farms from
other industries, The individual farmer
has a way of appearing in town when
farming conditions get too bad,
| But the city cannot afford to develop
at the expense of agriculture. We have
had too much of this unsound growth in
the past. The only sound basis for de-
| mocracy is to have the reward for a
given amount of industry and skill as
great in one industry as in another.,
5—Is there danger that farmers will
extort toe high prices for food?
Farming is a free industry and thou-

| tation in output.

gands of persons who are skilled in it are
not working at it. The consumers meed
have no fear that farmers can hold prices
too high. There are thousands of trained
farmers working in towns, villages and
cities all over the state, and there are
thousands of acres waiting for them to
farnt, and thourands more acres that are
only hall farmed. Thousands of other
farmet's and farmers' cons eleap on their
farms, hut neglect their farms and daily
go to cities to work. The minute the
prices of farm products rize g0 as to
make farming pay better than eity labor
these persons return to farms Ih\- the
hundreds.  And the minute city '*gfq
pay hetter than farming, as they did in
1918, tha movement is ta citics, Thera
is mo monepoly in farming and no limi-
Sinece farm families
are large, *here is a great surplus of
persons skilled in farming who are al-
ways reardy to wark at the job—when it
pays.

But they are not geing to work at it in
sufficient numbers unless they have het-

' ter school facilities, better medical ser-

vice, better lousing conditions, more
convenient baynz, and hicher wages than
New York farms now have.

Institute Tested Recipes

[Edifor’s Note: These contributed
recipes have all been tested and endorsed
by our Dowestic Science Ewrpert. e
poy S1 for each recipe that is printed.
If contributora swish to have rejected
recipes veturned, stamps must be en-
eloacd.]

Mushrooms and Pimentoes

| 2 tablespoonsful olen 13 'h. mushreoms
2 slicod canned 1 cupful milk
| imentoes 1 tablespoonful flour
1% tablespoonsful Salt and cavenne ta
{omato catsup tasta
| Melt oleo in saucepan, add eliced
| pimentoes and hrown slightly, Stir in

| the catsup and add cleaned broken mush
Tooms. Simmer about seven minutes,
Mix flour in a little of the milk and add
| it with the remainder of the milk to the
mushroom mixture. Season to taste with
salt apd cayenne and bring to a bail
Serve hot on toast.—R, A. W, New York
City.

The broiled or sautéd mushrooms with

1

Iovers of mushrooms hest. Howew
those who want something "r?iﬂoie:::'tin:
when the “button” mushroomsz or thr;
canneld prodact &f less 4 metive flavor

used, the 11 prove
appetizing, Tt is ceneeially
lunchenn or supper prepa Pml.i":
dizh and costs onl
persons,

are recipe w vory

good for
a chafing
¥ 50 cents tn zerve five

Cheese Cakes

;Itnbl_eshnnmfu[ oleo 4 tuhlespoonsful
4% tablespoonsful of  grated American
GETTE cherap

'a teaepconful pap- 3 z-gg"rhif@s

rika s teaspoonful salt
Melt oles, add flour, salt, naprika,
cheese and whites of epge, whipped

ight and dry. Fold in the ege whites
and drop from the tip of a spoon onto a
greased haking pan. Bake in a mod-
erate oven.—M. J. 8., New York City.

This recipe will make one dozen lght,
fluffy cheese cakes at a cost of less than
20 cents. They are excellent for a salad
accompaniment and are very easilvand



